Poem 16

God’s Attributes Jalaluddin Rumi

God calls Himself ‘Seeing’ to the end that

His eye may scare you from siniirigy.

God calls Hitnseif “Trealivg’ t¢ thie endthat
J L Zounriayielote your lips against foul discourse.
[

God calls Himself ‘Knowing’ to the end that

You may be afraid of Him to plot an evil.

These are not mere accidental names of God

As a negro may be called camphor.

So are these names derived from God’s attributes,

And not mere vain titles of the First Cause.
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SYNONYMS

scare trs | terrify, horrify, alarm | foul 5L | bad, indecent, vulgar
discourse 7| talk, chat, speech evil i | sin, wickedness, vice
. | plan, conspiracy, , — 2\
plot LS mere F | only, stymain L\
scheme _ A A
. | black African, ___T____,____\Vh_fe_t_ru_--_sﬁélllng
negro el scampfior, |
colored pE,'fSL ne e -sbgtance
i )\ aKen, “bl%ned \ et = names, qualities,
derived =] atiributes = lo -
|\ J(._e, trac el ! characteristics
-~ \ — 1seless, worthless, _ . .
YAl ‘ futile titles 1 | names, attributes, traits
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God'’s Attributes Book-Ill Plays & Poems

EXPLANATION WITH REFERENCE TO THE CONTEXT

LINES 1-2 -~ <

God calls Himself ‘Seeing’ to the end that”
His eye may scare you from sinning.

REFERENCF™ _
These li-'le“: havg baen taliet) froim the i)IOem “God’s Attributes” by Jalaluddin Rumi.

_,"]_I\ [T H YL

The poet describes the importance of God’s names, which are meant to refine our moral
character. These attributes define the limits of our character so that we may not go astray.

EXPLANATION:

The poet describes the importance of God’s attributes that have deep impact on our
character. The poet says that God calls Himself seeing in order to alarm us so that we
may not commit sins. God observes all our actions that we perform secretly or openly.
When we know and believe that our Creator observes all our actions, we may be afraid of
His displeasure and avoid committing sins. So, God’s attributes help build our character
and help to make us decent and civilized.

LINES 3-4

God calls Himself ‘Hearing’ to the end that
You may close your lips against foul discourse.

EXPLANATION:

The poet describes the importance of God’s attributes that have deep impact on our
character. He says that God calls Himself “Hearing” so that we may be careful about our
daily conversation. This attribute of God helps us to avoid immorality or vulgarity in our
talk. It makes us careful about our choice of words. It alarms us against all oral and_ i

verbal indecency. It alerts us that God is hearing when we call people-names, sprem 3 d >e'- \

news, hurt people’s feelings or indulge in scandalous gossm ans 1 6ac <b|t|r*9

LINES 5-6 \ _!

God calls Himsel™* {nowmg 10°the ehd thdt
You may be a."'mf of Himto p ot an uwl

EXPLA"JA “ION!: |

A J I.'.__'I A\ | “Taé-poet describes the importance of God’s attributes that have deep impact on our

character. He says that God calls Himself “Knowing” so that we may avoid making evil
plans to harm or exploit people. God knows everything, visible or invisible. He knows
our thoughts and intensions. It means nothing is hidden from Him. When we believe that
God knows everything, we may abstain from committing sins in public or in private. This
attribute restrains us from indulging in conspiracies, or intriguing against others.
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LINES 7-8

These are not mere accidental names of God

As a negro may be called camphor;

EXPLANATION: .

The pogt vr'.wp'.'msi:e-: thar all\neinias o7 God have their significance. These names not only
intreduce Ghd| Alriighty'but also help build our moral character. These are well-meant
2o wetliintenuoned attributes, and not casual or accidental names of God. The poet
cuves the example of a Negro who may be called camphor by chance, but there is a
definite purpose of God’s names. A Negro is too black, while camphor is extremely
white. So, it is only by chance to call a Negro camphor. But God’s attributes are real and
effective.

LINES 9-10

So are these names derived from God’s attributes,
And not mere vain titles of the First Cause.

EXPLANATION:

Q.1

Ans.

Ans.

The poet emphasizes that these names have been taken from God’s attributes. The
significance and effectiveness of these attributes cannot be challenged or called into
question. They are not meaningless or senseless titles of our Creator. Keeping all these
attributes in mind, we should have faith in the powers of God Almighty. The attributes of
God keep us from living an immoral life. They are meant to guide us and help us to
distinguish between right and wrong.

TEXTBOOK EXERCISE|

How many attributes are mentioned in the poem, “God’s Attributcs™? OR (715 I(S)" VL

What are the attributes mentioned in the.noem, “God’e Al nbules ”) V(2 '_i._..l eS)
Seeing. '.—'LaTI'l_g md melr g '

Three attrisutes of God-areimentipnadiin theipaem, a'm they are “Seelng” “Hearing” and

“Knowiny™. These aft IL‘U'[" 0 «G\oq ke% uetrom living an immoral life. They are meant

to gwde us md 1e p us to dwﬂrgunsh between right and wrong.

' “Wh'_e_t TiEReS US scared of sinning? (6 Times)

God Sees Everything
God’s attribute ‘Seeing’ make us scared of sinning. We are scared of sinning when we
believe that God sees everything that we do in public or in private. God observes all our
actions which we perform either secretly or openly.
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Q.3

Q.4

AnNSs.

Q5

Ans.

Q.1

Ans.

What are the effects of the attributes of God? OR (16 Times)
How do the attributes of God exercise their influence on man’s chara¢ies? —

OR e [ (@ Times)
How do God’s attributes save us from sias? OR | WM (O, 2 Tiines)
How do attributes of Goa-elp ir-refiniiiu oy characier? DR (1 Time)
How do God’s attributes afiect rnan’e charaqter> QR '~ ' ' (1 Time)
What i§ if'e Sianificance il Goad's ettribuies?- Ok (1 Time)

What i5 the cehtial al ideq of the posti, "God's Attributes'? (1 Time)

. Refine Our Character
!’ € attrlbutes of God help us to refine our character and live a good life. They keep us
from living a sinful and immoral life. They are meant to guide us and help us to
distinguish between right and wrong. They help to make us cultured, civilized and decent.

Mention three more attributes of God?

Beneficent, Omnipresent, Omnipotent
Three more attributes of God are as follows: God is Beneficent, Omnipresent and
Omnipotent. God is Creator of all things, great and small, and his attributes help us to refine
our character and live a good life. They help to make us cultured, civilized and decent.

Do you think attributes of God are remembered and kept in mind by us in our daily
routine work?

Attributes of God not Remembered
I don’t think that attributes of God are remembered and kept in mind by us in our daily
routine work. There are vices and sins, hypocrisy and immorality, vulgarity and indecency
in our daily life, which shows no reflection of our faith in these attributes.

SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS FORM PAST PAPERS

|4, -

Mention two attributes of God? . (@ Tme| ()

Seeina and Kriowing— | "~ N [ (@ “ad
Two attributes of God are-“Seeing’and~Rnowing’| (i¢d \alls) H1 nfelf Seeing’ SO that
we may not_ commit sins o S get m\/wl\,ﬂj in avil'doi “ns Ged calls Himself ¢ Knowing’ so
that we ri c,y 10t "F.o.lv‘: any evn oie&o narnt cthers:

Why dogs |G od I‘a’l —Ilmuf Hearmg”’ (2 Times)

To Warn against Bad Words
God calls Himself ‘Hearing’ so that we may not speak bad words or engage ourselves in
offensive talk. God wants us to avoid all evil talk. It warns us against calling people
names, spreading false news, hurting people’s feelings or indulging in scandalous gossip
and backbiting.
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Q.1

Ans.

Q3

Ans.

MORE SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS

Why does God call Himself ‘Seeing’? e ™

To\/'n N 2gainyt,Sins, \
God calls Himself ‘Seeing’|s¢. thiaf/ we 'rhay’ ot chnimiit tihs or get involved in evil doings.
God ohserves all osi-actiorsithat vee perferni-sectetiy or openly. This attribute of God serves
as a warsimng to hcse whe may ke terivsted to indulge in wrong or sinful doings.

\Whay| does G'\c Cail Himself ‘Knowing’?

To Warn against Evil Plans
God calls Himself ‘Knowing’ so that we may not make evil plans to harm others. God
knows all that we do in public or in private. This attribute restrains us from indulging in
conspiracies, or intriguing against others.

Are God’s attributes merely accidental names?
OR
How are God’s attributes not mere vain titles of the First Cause?

They Guide Us
God’s attributes are not merely accidental names or vain titles of the First Cause. They
are meant to help and guide us during our brief stay on the earth so that we may not go
astray or live a sinful life.

MCQS FOR PRACTICE

Why does God call Himself 'Seeing'?

(@) to prevent us from being blind (c) to stop us from seeing
(b) to prevent us from being forgetful (d) to prevent us from sinning
Why does God call Himself 'Knowing’?
(@) to prevent us from dozing (c) to prevent us from earning
(b) to prevent us from plotting evils (d) to prevent us from getti:‘.-: k'novi/i__edge-' -
Why does God call Himself 'Hearing'? | | 7 | s
(@) to prevent us from speaking lovia™ L (B p e\ ent u< fror tal <n*ﬂ o
(b) to prevent us from foulictiat .7 / ~ .(c) to'priavent us frém nearmg
Our faithii God’s att=ihutesshould| | '\ )
(a) adctd/ cur, Lnuwjecw L™ \ - \L) refme our character
(b) upgiiaczius, ¢oc ally, | VL (d) make us watchful
_\Wha wrote ¥ Ld'»Aul‘lbllteS”"
e laria-gbal (c) Sachal Sarmast
{0) Bullah Shah (d) Jalaluddin Rumi

ANSWER KEY]

1. D |2 [B|3[B|4]C]|5]|D]
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SYNONYMS FROM PAST PAPERS

His eyes may scare you.
(@) invite (b) motivate ! (c) like

@) dreQ”_ W) Stleme_ AN ‘_c) ta”"

You may n2 afiaid to nlotian-evil.
(e, Inake . “{0) introduce (c) plan

ANSWER KEY

[1.]D]2 [c]3]cC]

MORE SYNONYM FOR PRACTICE

You make lose your lips against foul discourse,

(@) beneficial (c) vulgar

(b) voluble (d) benign
And not mere vain titles of the First Cause.

(a) basics (c) attributes
(b) standards (d) conditions
So are these names derived from God's attributes.

(a) qualities (c) creatures
(b) blessings (d) ambitions
And not mere vain titles of the First Cause.

(a) beautiful (c) worthwhile
(b) useless (d) invaluable

So are these names derived from God's attributes.
(a) emerged (c) obtained _
(b) inserted | \d) \/\/rl*chl '

|\ IeTERRA
W73|A|4|B|s|c|

1%,

)/ territy
(d) deed

(d) follow

(2 ines)
(2 Times)

(1 Time)
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