Poem 20

In Broken Images

Robert Graves

He is quick, thinking in clear images;
| am slow, thinking in broken images.
He becomes duli;#1iusiing to-hisTiear iméges:

| become sharp raisir: Istiriy ray broken'irmages:

Taust g hisdmages. ne-assumes their relevance;

Mistiusting my images, | question their relevance.

Assuming their relevance, he assumes the fact;
Questioning their relevance, | question the fact.

When the fact fails him, he questions his senses;

When the fact fails me, | approve my senses.

He continues quick and dull in his clear images;
| continue slow and sharp in my broken images.
He in a new confusion of his understanding;

I in a new understanding of my confusion.
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WORDS‘ URDU ‘ SYNONYMS WORDS URDU SYNONYMS
assumes eSS pose, undertake, trusting ¢/ | believing, accepting
_— imagine,

images =1+ | ideas, symbols, views | relevance =3k | connection, application
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EXPLANATION WITH REFERENCE TO THE CONTEXT
LINES 1-4 e

He is quick, thinking in clear images;
I am slow, thinking in broken imagas.
He becomes dull, trusting to his ciear imaues; |
| become sharp, rhistrustiig'my Lroken images.

REFERENCE!

1 hese limdsHave been taken from the poem “In Broken Images” by Robert Graves.
CONTEXT:

We should not live a dull and confused life by taking things for granted or by accepting
facts without questioning their relevance. True understanding of things comes by
avoiding hasty conclusions.

EXPLANATION:

The poet describes two persons and their different approaches towards ideas and concepts
of life. One is quick and hasty while the other is slow and steady. The quick one takes the
things in haste and thinks that he has grasped them well while the slow one thinks that his
concepts are still unclear and need clarification. The poet discusses the condition of both
the persons logically and systematically. He says that the quick one trusts ideas and
concepts hastily, without raising any question. So, he learns little. He loses his interest
and becomes dull. While the poet feels that he still needs to understand concepts. So his
inquisitive attitude makes him sharp and precise with the passage of time.

CRITICAL APPRECIATION:

The poet employs juxtaposition of opposite words to reveal two contrasting attitudes
towards ideas and concepts of life: clarity to confusion brings frustration and uncertainty,
while confusion to clarity brings satisfaction and enlightenment.

LINES 5-8

Trusting his images, he assumes their relevance; - N
Mistrusting my images, | question their retevance, | — T\ 7 s L Al
Assuming their relevance, he asstiihes the-fact; ' [ "
Questioning their relevance, I questior the fat.|

EXPLANATHﬁi‘Hnyvf:_3:“5%..

.. The[|hoet dederibas tvwapersons and their different approaches towards ideas and concepts
YA I'- Qe Lne isquick and hasty while the other is slow and steady. The poet says that his
A J [N Erierid trusts the images considering them relevant to the point. But the poet doubts the
- concepts and his research and enquiry lead him to the fact. The sharp person thinks that
his findings are relevant. Therefore, he assumes the facts. He thinks that whatever he has
found is absolute truth. On the other hand, the poet challenges the relevancy of his
findings. He does a thorough research whether his results are correct or not, and reaches
the true understanding of things.
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CRITICAL APPRECIATION:

The poet employs juxtaposition of opposite words to reveal-two/cortiasting iitfitudes
towards ideas and concepts of life: clarity ‘o ronfusics | JTiNgS Trustiatioy e-nJ uncRirtEinty,
while confusion to clarity brings sutwfac'rwu anid enligh t‘nment

LINES 9-12

When the fact aiis hint, felguesticrienis senses;
When. thie fait fails mé, |l zpprove my senses.

IHe. coad I 1€5 AUICK and dull in his clear images;
\ cantirive slow and sharp in my broken images.

EXPLANATION:

The poet describes two persons and their different approaches towards ideas and concepts
of life. One is quick and hasty while the other is slow and steady. The poet says when his
friend finds the fact opposite to what he has thought, he feels confused. He blames his
senses which could not grasp the fact properly. He suspects his understanding while the
poet feels enlightened because his inquisitive nature saves him from wrong conclusions.
So, in this way his approach towards understanding of things proves fruitful and reliable.
His inquisitive nature makes him sharper and wiser gradually.

CRITICAL APPRECIATION:

EXPLANATION:

The poet employs juxtaposition of opposite words to reveal two contrasting attitudes
towards ideas and concepts of life: clarity to confusion brings frustration and uncertainty,
while confusion to clarity brings satisfaction and enlightenment.

LINES 13-14

He in a new confusion of his understanding;
I in a new understanding of my confusion.

L J I 3
.- )

The poet concludes the pozit beaut -fullv unat thn CJUI."k &na ol/ei- cc‘mﬂdent person blames
his senses that have led hiin ‘o, Wi cng n. 1e.starﬂd| SR Ht rbgiets the' poor journey of his
undersiar runq white-ihe post .er. ins siovi-putisteady and inquisitive. He finds solution
to his #on: usmn ana, 1ze.s) e:auﬂ 2rd satisfied. He appreciates his senses. The poet
conveys, tha! ma¢ sage that.a- erson should be inquisitive and quizzical towards the images

_m‘ Hifk. I quisitiveTiature opens new horizons of understanding.

J' W R TICAL APPRECIATION:

The poet employs juxtaposition of opposite words to reveal two contrasting attitudes
towards ideas and concepts of life: clarity to confusion brings frustration and uncertainty,
while confusion to clarity brings satisfaction and enlightenment.
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Q.1

Ans.

Q.2

ANS.

Q.3

Ans.

Q.4

Ans.

TEXTBOOK EXERCISE|

What is the state of the two persons — one who trusts clear |mageo lnathe othier Wio
mistrusts the broken images? ) :

Cine Shar, _DO_TD"_O_“E r Dull
A person who trusts clear imagéas end: Up, i corifusion. Os'the other hand, a person who
mistrusts;fiis brokeii-images, dues-not g°* cuiifuced: Clarity to confusion brings frustration

and unc=rtdingy, while commlcr. to'clarity orings satisfaction and enlightenment.
\Wwhy doss a ogrmn guestion his senses when the facts fail him? (4 Times)

He Trusts Images Blindly
A person questions his senses when the facts fail him because he trusts his images
blindly. He assumes facts without questioning their relevance. He does not use his senses
and faculties of mind to reach true understanding of things. A person should be
inquisitive rather than a blind believer.

Who is in a new confusion of his understanding? (1 Time)

Who Assumes Facts Blindly
A person is in a new confusion of his understanding when he assumes facts blindly and
without questioning their relevance. The poet wants to say that facts and images need to
be broken and mistrusted in order for one to have fresh understanding of things.

What is the moral lesson/theme of the poem, ‘In Broken Images”? OR

What does the poet want to convey in the poem “In Broken Images”? (4 Times)
OR

What conclusion does the poet draw in the last two lines of the poem, ‘In Broken

Images’? OR

What is the result/benefit of broken images? (2 Times)

Avoid Hasty Conclusions
The poet says that we should not live a dull and confused life by taking things for granted
or by assuming facts without questioning their relevance. True understanding of things
comes through research and avoiding hasty conclusions.

MCOS FROM PAST PAPER SIS ||

The poetis ___ becauseriié thlnk_“"n Broken|int ages,\ |\ : I (1 Time)
(@) quick . (b) stowy /4 41| ey sham. “4) intelligent
[1.]B |

MORE MCQS FOR PRACTICE

The quick person thinks in
(@) clear images (c) vague images
(b) dreary images (d) dull images
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2.

The poet becomes sharp, mistrusting his

(a) quick images (c) wise images

(b) broken images (d) clear images 14
The poet mistrusts his images and —+heir relevance. [ |
(a) accepts (p) st

(b) questions ' L (@) pral,es

Who is in a new understanaing i hislcc n1 1sicn’y

(a) one-wwhp trusts.Hieimages © - ' ‘(o):ofie"'who mistrusts his images
(b) onezin Lelieves bli.1d.\,_ : ~(d) one who understands life
Who wioig the peein, “/n Eroken Images”?

& TS Elin; \ (c) Charles Perrault

I3, Tir (vlickoison (d) Robert Graves

ANSWER KEY

[1.]AJ2 [B]3.[BJ]4]C]5]D]

SYNONYMS FROM PAST PAPERS
Trusting his image, he assumes their relevance. (3 Times)
(@) undertakes (b) prefers (c) shows (d) thinks
(@) poses (b) retires (c) proves (d) argues
ANSWER KEY|
MORE SYNONYMS FOR PRACTICE

I become sharp, mistrusting my broken images.

(@) believing (c) verifying
(b) exploring (d) doubting
He in a new confusion of his understanding;
(@) ruin (c) rage
(b) clarity (d) puzzlement
Mistrusting my images, | question their relevance; _
(a) connections (c) effectlvenesc. N A
(b) security - \d) SUPGAGES "~ 1\ | [ &, N0~
When the fact fails him, he qyf’*mr. SNip senuss, l
(a) approves oo L Ke) hegates
(b) truéts) | | _' ) ) AU) doubts
When facts! faﬂl MENE Qwov my senses.
. ﬂ a)supndrt | - = (c) reject
(h)clea (d) highlight

ANSWER KEY]

|1.[D[2 [D|3[AJ4[D]|5[A]
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