| Analysis) Text of the Story (Page No.79)

T 7:) r,e‘ his mal‘ll!iaQE, Maulvi Abul Barlut, JV”HV’#’U ,,
l;u(..):/‘l) Abul, used to live in comfort, even s S J J
pomp (..J?;uu) On his head, he wore a light e "’J#W ey 1
brown turban (%) known as Mashadi lungi, bk l’d’[ J.fu.,,g’ -4/

in Iran. The gilded (U'/) tlp (J¥) of his cap o vay [ JJTC_J??
used to shine brightly above the turban. He '
n- % 5% d-ﬁdf
i alwlyscarrlodawalklngsudt,asortofmpu
@.3.What did he) (§i&Lw) with decorative (dsir) bands (UL3) of S S 2-&.2 /L
m;&:,f;'a;"hj brass (J*) and gilt (£ LeL»). For his hair, he ,,_(3 las (51> (("JV‘_ P
used fragrant oil. Its sweet pungent () u’f-?.- &2 ek I "‘i‘*‘f"fﬂ

smell (s7) lingered (§%s2) in the village -, Ny p J
‘Ianes (uy‘ ) whenever he walked through #HSUIIEL ‘-U:UJ ity

them. U;J'J ""f’“ i

Maulvi Abul had slightly (.5 bulging &#0 Zyrf71. »fu"TJd:z' 4

| (J:r eyes. On his fingers he wore silver rings with 5 d UL):{ Jd # ?' s ‘;

large turquoise stones (<s2). These rings e iy /;4 J ’5' Jlt d {,:‘
came off his fingers five times a da before

ablutions (%), and yet no change was ever < _
b = IS 6 cﬁ’-

observed (LX) in the order («"7) in which . ‘
they were worn. LBYLE WS /J/J’ ol

B laday

vi's Abul Barkat's life before marriage.
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Q.19.Who was
| Shamim Ahmad?

teeth on his gums (._’»*) had for long _
been Ioose. But his voice remained
resonant (/bCf ). However, sometimes that
too quivered. : |

Chaudhri Fatehdad was the only one
who knew the reason. Maulvi Abul had once

opened his heart to him about a suitable:

match for Mehrun. The Chaudhry had
carefully considered (L7#) the eligibility

(=) of all the young men of the village. : -
(Text page-81):  There were some whom he {.La‘./mi_ﬂfy
found suitable. But the trouble (i0) =, £G4 05 ko

was that everyone in the community (&)
knew Maulvi Abul well. Chaudhri Fatehdad
tried to negotiate (tf =2 <) with a couple
of elders but all of them drew ,back as if
bees had suddenly sprung (U d16) from
a bed of flowers.

Ultimately (L§77) Maulvi Abul's and
Zaibunnisa's prayers bore fruit (( 1S A
young man from the village who had gone

" away, came back and opened a small cloth

shop. He called himself Shamim Ahmed. Gl
He was the only son of a Haafiz. After the I M7 WigyT sl :.:_"«

death of his father, Khudayar had tried to
follow in his father's footsteps (.3 /*). When
he was about 16, he went away to the city,
leaving his old mother behind. Later they
learnt that he had worked in the house of a
head clerk, after which he had managed to

open a small shop on a footpath wherehe
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began selling cut pieces. After saving some ¢ ]'
money and gaining experience (/) in the ‘)‘L,f,{j,; A
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4 '.,‘_Aclo_th with beautiful flowers nestling amidst
yellow dots. '

"I will need a piece from this for a
young lady's suit," he said loudly (= ilsTak).

‘Overjoyed, Shamim Ahmed picked up his
yard stick, uttered (%) "In the name of Allah”
silently, measured ({t) seven yards, picked up
the large pair of scissors (‘,C, ) and cut the
cloth. He then folded (\2) it neatly (< Jis)
and placed it before Maulvi Abul with respect.
He almost seemed to be offering it as a gift.
P-82: "How much should I pay?" Maulvi

Abul asked. Out of respect, Shamim Ahmed
hesitated (Lb@) for a moment, rubbed his

palms ( u:"uW 7), cleared his throat Jbif)
(¢ and replied: "At the rate of six rupees per
yard, it will be 42 rupees, sir."

His words fell like a bombshell (15¥/) on
Maulvi Abul. Suddenly (£}/) he felt as if
bundle after bundle (<)1) of cloth from the
various (_¥) shelves (L_() ,wereri‘alling over
him. Out of rupees 43 he kept a rupee and

/Q.26. What did
 [Shamim Ahmad do
when Maulvi Abul
asked for the piece of
- \cloth?

Q.27. What was the
cost of cloth, Maulvi
Abul had to pay on the
inauguration of
\Shamim's shop?

Q.29. What did Maulvi
feel on hearing the
(costofthecloth?

Shamim Ahmed.
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quickly (= (%) paid the rest (lw) to
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Q.31. Where did
Maulvi Abul used to sit
in the mosque for
Spacial prayers?

“Thank you, sir," Shamim said, ‘ﬂ'—ushlng*

(s Z)) with happiness (< 7). "You
have graciously (= JV) become'rhy first
customer ({'¢'), I consider (Uxt(") it a good
omen (o). That is why I have not offered
you any concession (=ck.) today. But I am
your humble ((3s1) servant, sir. I will, God

* willing (4 & 1), compensate (t./ dis) you
-soon in some other way."

Maulvi Abul placed the bundle of cloth
under his arm and got up to leave. He
smiled, blessed((/s/’ kx)Shamim Ahmed
and began walking slowly home.

One evening, a few days later,

someone knocked at the door. He went to

the door himself and opened it. A wave (/)
of fragrance (»#) flowed into the house.

"Assalam-o-Alaikum, revered () sir."
He heard a familiar voice (hTgdide). It
was Shamim Ahmed. After the preliminary
(Jiz) exchange of greetings, Shamim
Ahmed hesitatingly (LnLtg’) said.

A thrill (&) went through Maulvi
Abul's ears. An idea came to him. Instead of
listening to Shamim Ahmed's request on his
threshold (), he turned and shouted:
"Arif's Mother, I am going out. Will be back
soon." And he started walking towards the
mosque. Shamim Ahmed followed him
silently (e $§70).

They went to a room at one end of the
mosque. It was dark and usually used for

offering special prayers in solitude (L),
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Q.28.Did Shamim offer any concession to Maulvi Abul on the occasion of inauguration?












40.0id the traditi-
onal gay songs of
weddings were
sungon Mehrun's

ing?

Q.41. What kind of
songs were sung by
the girls sitting around
the bride?

Q.42. How did Shamim

come to Abul's hame
onthe wedding day?

Who knows what may happen." Saying that,
he brought out a cotton bag from under his
shawl and handed it to Maulvi Abul. "This is
a humble gift (7% (). Please give it to
my daughter on my behalf."
(Text Page-84): Gratified (»yl»!) and
almost dazed (/2), Maulvi Abul went back
to his wife. With a thumping heart JJ»)
(J 7 he opened the bag. Tied neatly in a
large silken kerchief (Ji.,) were a pair of gold
pendants (&) set with large, shining stones
and wrapped in a hundred rupee note!
A few days later, the pre-marriage §2)
(& = celebrations (=i #) began.
Mehrunnisa, was put in seclusion (Jl}“) in a
separate room till the auspicious ()
day. Her hands and feet were covered with
henna. The gay songs that usually accompany
wedding ceremonies (ak}TJdJL’) were not
sung, for after all, this was Maulvi Abul
Barkat's residence (). Music of any kind

could not be allowed in his house.

So the village girls simply sat in a circle
round the shy bride (c/‘J:Jf/‘), and for
several nights sang songs of love and
friendship, flowers and their fragrance (),
and the romantic ($/\s,) rainy season which
has a special significance (=) for young men
and women in rural Punjab. They also sang
sweet songs of the excitement (SAJR) of
union and the pangs (o) of separation (Jw).

On the other hand, nobody could
restrain (¢5) Shamim Ahmed from

celebrating his marriage any way he desired.

So he came to marry Mehrun amidst fireworks

(di;J’TT) with musicians (4)\) playing gay
tunes. That night, after a lot of whispering in

one corner of the house, many trunks were
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dragged out (£ 2 y./2.%) and opened.
The next morning when the dowry (£ Was
\ exhibited (Y }14) in the courtyard, the entire

village was stunned (/0/2) by what it saw.
ssed (£n=2w) much

was not

Q.43. How the do
was exhibited ang

what was the vi||
reactiony " Lo

People were not impre
with the colourful clothes, for this |
unusual. But the jewellery (=lyg)? It was
incredible (% JGt). Some secretly J’ ¢ )
(2 believed that the Maulvi had a special

amulet (z»’) whose charm blessed him with
r to get as much money as he

Q.44. What did the
villagers believe about
Abul's financial

sourced secret powe

desired from the angels (U@

In the crowd, there was also a

loudmouthed (2#.) old hag (L) who
seemed to have other views. In a loud
whisper, she pointed out that several suits in
the dowry had once belonged to a woman who
had died young. There were others which had
been part of zaibun's dowry. "Even the
bracelets (c)y) and the gold nose-ring are
hers," she added with conviction (o). But the
gold pendants (&°)? she raised her eyes and
looked towards the heavens, as if they were .a

Q.45 What did the old
hag remark about
Mehrun's dowry?

gift from there.

~ After the ceremonies were Over, Mehrun
was made to sit in a palanquin (JE):
Beadtlfully decorated, it was covered with a
large silken cloth so that the bride could go
to the bridegroom's (L /) house in strict
purdah. As two sturdy (u»#) villagers

carried it away, Maulvi Abul walked a few

Q.46. Describe Abul's
state of mind at
Mehrun's departure?

steps with it. He must have cried silently for

his eyes and nose were red and he looked pale.

At the same time he looked at peace.
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somethmg "Ai-lrs Mother whefé"is'Z'abdé?%‘ 5 *.

"Inside. Crying," she replled Akl WeR
(Text page-85): "Zabda." Maulvi Abul called - Js
her.,. A few minutes later Zabda came out of S .:-JT/;'L:..@
the room. She looked sad. There were large '
dark patches (/&) of tears on her new pink -& &
head cloth. . %

The Maulvi said to his wife '‘Arif's k-
Mother, have you noticed?" he whispered. il u’)}g Jl“fq_gﬁﬂ.
"This Zabda of ours has suddenly matured ‘e Gz :

There was silence for a while. Then Jild;’r,i-w‘jw@rbé,ﬁ,:-_ :

Maulvi Abul said, perhaps to reassure ) Lnd s WLiupa.dﬁggl‘ &

(t» o2 himself more than his wife: "Don't -q.(fnu’ag}“"‘ww,wl-u&

worry. God Almighty is kind and benevolent

(). 1t's a sin to lose faith."

Oblivious (Ze) of his surroundings

(J#t), Maulvi Abul's mind was racing
elsewhere. As if in a trance (gﬂ/loédw,.)
he called Shamsun. Slowly, his thlrd
daughter came forward and pegan walk!ng i

Q.49, How did Maulvi
Abul's reassure
himself in his belief in
Allah?

R towards them.






